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April,  1999 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 

It’s  Springtime!  Flowers  (and  gophers)  are 
popping  up  everywhere.  And,  I’ve  noticed  a 
fair  number  of  contractor  trucks  parked  in  the 
neighborhood,  so  I’m  guessing  that  people  are 
sprucing  up  their  homes,  too.  And,  it’s  time  to 
spruce  up  the  neighborhood. 

On  May  1st,  we’ll  be  having  our  annual  Pre- 
Mother’s  Day  Neighborhood  Clean  Up.  Please  mark 
this  date  on  your  calendar  and  make  a  commitment 
to  yourself  to  come  out  and  help.  Basically,  we  want 
everyone  to  take  a  few  hours  on  that  Saturday 
morning  to  scrape  and  dig  out  weeds  from  the  side¬ 
walks  and  curbs  in  front  of  your  home.  If  you  have 
a  neighbor  who  could  use  some  assistance,  help 
them  clean  up  their  curbs  and  walkways  as  well. 
And,  if  there  is  an  especially  yucky  gutter  or  corner 
you’ve  spotted,  take  a  little  time  to  give  it  some 
extra  attention.  The  Club  will  be  providing  trash 
bags  (donated  by  the  City  Department  of  Public 
Works)  and  we’ll  have  someone  driving  through¬ 
out  the  neighborhood  offering  cold 
drinks  to  everyone.  You  can  leave 
filled  bags  of  weeds  &  clippings  (no 
backyard  debris,  please)  at  your  curb- 
side  or  you  can  deposit  filled  bags  at 
the  College  island  collection  points. 
So,  make  time  to  help  clean  up  St. 
Mary’s  Park.  We’ll  all  be  thankful 
for  your  help. 


Upcoming  Club  Events 

4/13,  7:30  PM  -  Club  meeting,  Rec.  Center 
auditorium.  Topics:  Soundwall  &  Laundromat 

5/1,  9  AM  -  Pre-Mother's  Day  neighborhood 
clean-up 

5/11,  7:30  PM  -  Club  potiuck  dinner.  Theme: 
International  foods  from  your  family's  heritage 

6/3,  7:30  PM  -  Club  meeting,  Rec.  Center 
auditorium 

June  12- Neighborhood-wide  Garage  Sale 


THANK  YOU,  THANK  YOU,  THANK  YOU! 
We’re  Well  On  Our  Way  to 
Reaching  Our  ’99  Membership  Goal 

By  Donna  Peterson,  Finance  Officer 


On  behalf  of  the  St.  Mary’s  Park  Executive 
Committee,  I’d  like  to  thank  the  165  households 
that  have  promptly  sent  in  their  1999  membership 
dues  as  well  as  those  of  you  who  donated  an  extra 
$510!  Thanks  to  your  generosity,  we  are  currently 
at  80%  of  our  annual  membership  goal  of  210  paid 
households!  That  means  that  we  still  need  to  raise 
$2200,  which  translates  into  about  40-45  house¬ 
holds  that  we  still  need  to  join  us  in  paying  mem¬ 
bership  dues.  Each  year,  we  hope  to  raise  our  goal 
until  we  have  full  participation  of  all  325  St.  Mary’s 
Park  households! 

I  know  for  many  of  you  the  dues  hike  to  $50  per 
household,  per  year,  may  seem  very  high.  The 
SMPIC  Executive  Committee  has  made  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  operate  the  St.  Mary’s  Park  Improvement 
Club  in  a  fiscally  responsible  manner.  Starting  last 
year,  the  Club  created  an  operating  budget  so  that 
we  can  accurately  track  expenses  in  order  to  know 
how  much  it  costs  to  keep  us  going.  In  recent  years, 
the  Club  has  stepped  up  its  level  of  activity  by  spon¬ 
soring  more  events  and  getting  more  involved  in 
the  upkeep  of  the  neighborhood  as  well  as  commu¬ 
nity  issues  that  affect  our  quality  of  life.  As  a  Club, 
we  want  to  continue  to  offer  these  services  and 
activities,  but  all  this  takes  money.  The  reality  is, 
the  dues  have  not  kept  pace  with  increasing  operat¬ 
ing  costs  and  probably  should  have  been  raised 
incrementally  years  ago.  So,  now,  the  raise  seems 
like  a  big  Jump  to  some.  The  Executive  Committee, 
faced  with  the  reality  of  our  budget,  struggled  with 
the  issue  and  arrived  at  an  amount  that  would  keep 
us  from  having  to  raise  dues  for  some  time.  We  also 
took  into  account  that  there  are  many  elderly  or 
fixed  income  residents  and  created  a  tiered  system 
whereby  fixed  or  low  income  resi¬ 
dents  can  pay  $30. 

I  encourage  each  and  every  one 
of  you  to  consider  lending  your 
support  to  the  St.  Mary’s  Park 
Improvement  Club.  If  you 
haven’t  mailed  in  your 
check,  please  sit  down  right 
now  and  do  so,  we  need 
your  support.  The  Club 
exists  to  work  for  the 
betterment  of  your 
neighborhood.  Let’s  keep 
it  going  strong  for  the 
next  50  years!  ' 
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SERVING  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD  SINCE  1941 

Meetings  the  second  Tuesdjbcf  each  month  at  730  pm  •  St.  Mary’s  Park  Recreation  Center 
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Garden  Corner 

s(«^  ,^  '  ),f?*:i*''  By  Jonna  Ramey 

Lawn.  For  many  of  us  it’s  a  very  dirty  four  letter 
word.  I’ll  be  honest.  We  don’t  have  any  lawn  at  our 
house  because,  among  other  things,  it  takes  too 
much  consistent  care.  However,  there  are  many  won¬ 
derful  lawns  in  the  neighborhood.  Their  owners  get 
out  every  week  or  two  to  mow,  edge,  weed,  feed, 
water  and  maintain.  But,  there  are  other  neighbors 
who  have  lawns  but  don’t  take  proper  care  of  them. 
For  those  of  you  who  fall  into  this  second  category,  I 
have  two  suggestions  for  you.  The  first  idea  is  to  get 
rid  of  your  lawn  and  replace  it  with  lower  mainte¬ 
nance  landscaping.  Walk  around  the  neighborhood 
and  you’ll  see  many  excellent  examples  of  non-lawn 
yards.  The  second  solution  for  lawn  care  is  HIRE  A 
GARDENER.  There  are  several  wonderful  and  inex¬ 
pensive  gardeners  who  regularly  work  our  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Two  that  I  know  of  are:  Pedro  Aristegui  415- 
664-6033  and  Max  Valdo vinos  415-467-8014. 


Club  Committees 

Want  to  help  out  your  neighborhood?  Want  to  get 
involved  in  a  committee?  Here’s  a  list  of  committees 
and  folks  in  charge.  Some  of  them  have  regular 
meetings,  others  are  simple  phone  trees, 

Parkwide  Pre-MotheFs  Day  Cleanup; 

Guido  Guinasso  585-3187 
Lend-A-Hand  Committee; 

Mario  Contreras  587-7759 
Islands  Committee: 

Eric  Poole  333-3252  epoole@slip.net 
Traffic  Calming  Committee; 

Scott  Feldman  585-9181  scottfabu@sol.com 
Park  Kids  Play  Area  Redesign; 

Louisa  Fossett  334-7133 
Block  Captains  Organizing  Committee: 

Mario  Contreras  587-7759 
Soundwall  Committee:  Jeff  Kaplan  585-0995 
Garage  Sale  Committee;  Bill  Fossett  334-7133 
Refreshments/Hospitality  Committee; 

Kate  Moriarity  587-6659 


Easter  Egg  Hunt  A  Big  Hit! 

75+  kids  turned  out  for  the  Club's  4th  annual 
Easter  Egg  Hunt,  A  windy  springtime  celebration, 
the  hunt  allowed  toddlers  to  pre-teens  a  chance  to 
score  some  eggs,  get  personal  with  a  balloon-twist¬ 
ing,  bunny-suited  magician,  pet  some  delightful  ani¬ 
mals,  dye  eggs,  play  games,  toss  eggs  and  generally 


have  a  great  time. 

Margot  Johnson,  Rec.  Center  director,  turned  the 
auditorium  into  an  Easter  Egg  wonderland,  complete 
with  playhouse,  giant  papier-mache  eggs  and  real 
sod.  Thanks  to  all  the  neighbors  and  Rec.  Center 
personnel  who  helped  out  with  the  Easter  Egg  Hunt. 
Volunteers  included  Barbara  Phipps  for  her  kind 
donation;  Mario  Contreras,  Helen  Lopez  «&  Mary 
Ramirez  for  the  hospitality  and  pizza  during  the  egg 


stuffing  party,  Kim  Marshall  for  organizing  and  host¬ 
ing  the  egg  dying  table;  Danna  Peterson  for  candy 
buying,  egg  stuffing  &  hiding;  Neil  Rhoads,  Elsie 
Aviles,  Erik  Poole,  Kristie  Dinelli,  Link  Poole- 
Dinelli,  Merrille  &  Armando  Pulido,  Jonna  Ramey, 
Sam  &  Suzanne  Panoplos,  Barbara  &  Will  Aspelin; 
Rafael  Dubon  for  event  clean  up;  Jeanne  &  Dave 
Walsh  for  our  beautiful  signage;  Christine 
Bensen,  Becky  Correa  &  Amy  Young 
(who  organized  the  games) ;  and.  Bill 
Fossett  for  already  buying  next 
year's  eggs  at  a  huge  discount.  Rec. 

Center  volunteers  included 
Margot,  Racer  &  Reggie.  Thanks 
to  everyone  for  making  this  event 
so  much  fun! 


SOUNDWALL  PROPOSED  FOR  ST.  MARY'S  PARK 

By  Jeff  Kaplan 


A  quieter  neighborhood  benefits  us  all 

As  residents  of  St.  Mary's  Park,  we  all  know  the 
amount  of  noise  we  endure  from  Highway  280.  The 
closer  to  the  highway  that  residents'  homes  are, 
th'e  more  dramatic  and  detrimental  the  effects  are 
to  them.  Residents  of  lower  Benton  Avenue  often 
are  not  able  to  enjoy  a  simple  conversation  outside 
their  home  without  screaming  to  each  other.  The 
noise  is  so  loud  that  many  cannot  enjoy  using  their 
own  backyards.  Some  people  have  difficulty  sleep¬ 
ing  at  night,  and  others,  even  as  far  away  as  upper 
College,  are  annoyed  by  the  constant  din  of  cars 
zooming  and  screeching  by  24  hours  a  day. 

Benton  Avenue  resident  Jeff  Kaplan  has  pro¬ 
posed  that  a  soundwall  be  constructed  along 
Highway  280  from  Justin  to  Mission.  A  soundwall 
will  go  a  long  way  toward  reducing  the  noise  as 
well  as  cutting  off  particulate-matter  pollution  and 
wind.  With  the  construction  of  a  soundwall,  the 
Park  will  be  a  nicer,  quieter  place  for  all  of  us. 


Jeff  Kaplan  will  offer  a  short  presentation  at  the 
April  13  meeting  with  details  regarding  the  process 
of  having  a  soundwall  built.  In  addition,  James 
MacLaughlin  from  Supervisor  Mark  Leno's  office  will 
explain  the  process  of  getting  the  soundwall  built. 

Petition  to  be  circulated  at  next  SMPIC 
meeting 

To  get  the  soundwall  built,  we  need  support  from 
the  Board  of  Supervisors.  They  act  as  commission¬ 
ers  for  the  Transportation  Authority,  which  would 
approve  this  project.  To  show  neighborhood  support 
for  the  project,  a  petition  will  be  circulated  at  the 
meeting  on  April  13th  for  residents  to  sign.  If  there  is 
sufficient  interest.  Supervisors  and  CalTrans  engi¬ 
neers  will  be  invited  to  future  meetings  to  address 
the  details  of  the  process.  We  believe  this  project 
will  benefit  all  residents  of  St.  Mary's  Park,  and  we 
encourage  your  support.  Please  plan  to  attend  the 
meeting  on  April  13th. 


MINUTES  OF  FEBRUARY  9,  1999 

Submitted  by  Mary  Ramirez,  Secretary 


The  Minutes  of  February  9,1999  were  approved  as 
published  in  the  newsletter.  Officers  present  at  the 
March  meeting  were  President  Jonna  Ramey,  Danna 
Peterson,  Mary  Ramirez  and  Florence  Kolos. 
Financial  Report  was  presented  by  Finance  Officer 
Danna  Peterson.  Balance  is  $6,284.40.  To  date,  137 
households  have  paid  their  dues  and,  our  goal  is  have 
the  210  households.  Report  was  accepted.  Sunshine 
Report  was  given  by  Jonna  Ramey.  President  Ramey 
gave  a  crime  alert  report  and  said  that  anyone  wanti¬ 
ng  more  detailed  information  can  access  the  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  web  site  at  Ingleside  Station.  Ms.  Ramey 
gave  us  an  update  on  the  Dog  Park  and  said  more 
detailed  drawings  are  needed.  Park  &  Rec.  is  looking 
for  the  work  orders  to  begin  the  work  on  installing 
the  new  gates  at  Justin  and  Murray  and  Benton 
Avenues.  There  was  an  informative  presentation  by 
several  persons  from  the  House  of  Color.  A  police 
officer  heard  our  concerns  regarding,  traffic,  speeding 
vehicles  and  driving  on  grass  on  the  island.  The 
Island  Committee  will  meet  at  Erik  Poole  and  Kristi 
Dinelli’s  house  on  March  16,  at  7:30  p.m.  President 
Ramey  encouraged  all  to  attend  the  Easter  Egg  Hunt 
on  Saturday,  April  3.  The  raffle  prizes  were  calendars 
and  a  basket  with  goodies.  Delicious  refreshments 
were  provided  by  Eve  Aylward  and  Kate  Moriaty. 
Approximately  25  neighbors  attended  the  meeting. 


Paint  Ball  Vandalism 

By  Sam  Panoplos 

On  the  morning  of  February  26th  a  window  was 
broken  at  260  College  Avenue.  The  window  was  bro¬ 
ken  by  a  paint  pellet  propelled  by  a  pellet  gun.  The 
^  exploding  paint  pellet  made  a  sizeable 

^  mess  in  the  home  interior.  A  sec¬ 
ond  incident  similar  to  this 
was  reported  by  another  St. 
Mary’s  Park  resident  at  the 
March  SMPIC  meeting. 
Please  report  any  info  you 
might  know  about  these 
incidents  to  President 
Ramey  at  285-7425  and 
to  the  Ingleside  Station 
at  553-1603. 


Welcome... 

...Hello  to  Rachel  and  her  husband,  it  was  nice  meeting 
you  again.  You  are  part  of  St.  Mary's  Park  as  wll,  even 
though  you  are  on  Crescent.  Please  come  to  our  monthly 
meetings  and  get  to  meet  other  warm  and  friendly  people. 

Get  Well... 

...Wishing  Diane  Shasky  a  Get  Well  Soon.  It  seems  she 
had  a  small  problem  with  her  elbow. 

...Would  like  to  extend  lots  of  luck  and  love  to  the  Cooks,  Herb 
and  Betty.  We  hope  you're  feeling  better  as  each  day  goes  by. 

...Want  to  say  hello  to  Domenic  Crociani,  it's  been  great 
having  you  as  a  neighbor  for  ail  these  years.  Hope  every¬ 
thing  is  okay. 

Condolences... 

...Belated  condolenes  to  the  Domenichini  &  Sargenti 
Families  (Dana).  Viola  passed  on  back  on  Dec.  26th,  1998.  She 
lived  a  whole  life  up  to  90  V2  years  of  age.  Viola  had  been  a 
long  time  St.  Mary's  Resident  since  1940. 

...Another  belated  condolences  to  the  Belmont's.  The  pass¬ 
ing  of  David  has  left  a  void  in  our  hearts.  He  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  as  a  great  friend,  partner  and  neighbor. 

Happy  Birthdays... 

...Belated  birthday  to  Mabel  Riechmann,  she  is  "this  many 
fingers"  years  old  and  bakes  a  mean  chocolate  cake. 

...Happy  birthday  to  Florence  Kolos.  Thanks  for  all  your 
help  around  St  Mary's. 

...Anna  Payne  has  celebrated  her  102nd  birthday! -the 
stories  she  can  probably  tell!  We  all  wish  you  the  greatest 
of  luck. 

Thanks!... 

...We  would  like  to  thank  Graham  Beaumont  for  his  out¬ 
standing  years  of  service  to  the  preservation  of  the  St 
Mary's  By-laws  and  to  Josie  acting  as  the  "First  Lady". 
Reitrement  is  doing  good  things  to  you. 

...This  brings  us  to  thanking  all  those  people  that  have 
served  on  the  SMPIC  Executive  Board  from  past  Presidents, 
Vice-Presidents,  Secretaries,  Finance  Officers,  Sergeant  At 
Arms  and  little  people  such  as  Sunshine  Persons. 

If  you  have  any  news  of  upcoming  birthdays,  anniver¬ 
sary's,  have  a  "get  well"  or  if  you  know  any  neighbors  that 
are  homeward  bound  or  shut-ins,  please  let  us  know  by 
calling  Armando  at  239-4221. 


1999  St.  Mary's  Park  Improvement  Club  Membership  Dues  Payment  Form 

Yes,  1  want  to  support  my  neighborhood!  Here’s  my  1999  membership  dues. 

_ $50  Regular  _ ^  $30  Fixed/Low  Income 

_ I’d  like  to  contribute  an  additional  $ _ to  SMPIC. 

_ I  want  to  be  an  SMPIC  volunteer.  Please  contact  me. 

Name(s) _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ 

Home  Phone _  Work  Phone _ 

Email _ 

Please  make  your  check  payable  to  St.  Mary’s  Park  Improvement  Club  and  mail  to:  SMPIC,  2966  Diamond 
St.,  Suite  121,  San  Francisco  CA  94131. 
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Aspelin  &  Bridgman 

Business,  Wills  &.  Estates  &.  Personal  Injury 
Spanish,  French  German  Spoken 

John  H.  Aspelin 

Attorney 

St.  Mary’s  Park  Resident 

415  296  9812 

fax:  415  296  9814 

220  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94104 


Myrel  Click 

Real  Estate  Broker 


Loves  St.  Marys  Park 
Knows  St.  Mary’s  Park 
Sells  St.  Mary’s  Park 

office:  415-550-1302  x222 
email:  myrelglick@aol.com 


Lose  Weight... 
Feel  Better..,. 
Look  Better... 


Our  amazing  natural  weight  loss, 
health,  skin  care  and  personal  care 
products  for  men,  women  and  children 
have  made  us  THE  LEADING  weight  loss, 
health  and  nutrition  company 
IN  THE.  WORLD! 

FREE  SAMPLES. 

Call  Lois  DeCastro  (415)  337-1107 

Herbalife  Independent  Distributor 
St,  Marys  Park  neighbors 

receive  a  FREE  Gilt  With  c/  r  /  / 

I  .  Shop  from  home! 

consultation.  ^  ■' 


Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

ALFONSO  D.  GONZALEZ,  D.D.S. 

'3988  Mission  St 
San  Francisco,  CA  94112 
Phone:415-334-4554 

GLEN  PARK  HARDWARE 

Plumbing  Supplies  •  Painting  Supplies 
Electric  Supplies  •  Garden  Supplies 

HAL  AND  SUSAN  TAUBER 


585-5761 


685  CHENERY  ST.  (AT  DIAMOND)  SAN  FRANCISCO  94131 


I  .  Jeanette  A.  Solimine 
Notary  Public 


Notarizations  done  at  your  home 
Call  for  an  appointment 

(415)  584-1755 


DELI  &  CAFE 
673  Portola  Dr 
San  Francisco.  CA  94127 

415-753-0750 


American  Bakery 
Cafe  <&  Caieririfi 
Gourmet  Deli-chee.ve 


BAKERY  &  CAFE 
598  Chenery  St 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415-239-5525 


Order  hyfa.x:  415-753-0538 


THE  NAME  FRIENDS  RECOMMEND 
KEN  HOEGGER 
PHONE:  (415)  338-0150 


coLOlueu. 

BANISjeRQ 


2633  OCEAN  AVE,  SF  94132 


GLEN  PARK  BOOKS 


2788  Diamond  at  Chenery 
(415)  586-3733 

SPECIAL  ORDERS  WELCOME 


’  Customer  Discount  Plan 
'  10%  Off  Best  Sellers 
‘  10%  Off  Selected 
Categories  Each  Month 


Hours: 

M-S  lOam-Spm 
Sun  10am-4pm 


WE  BUY 

ANTIQUES 

& 

OLDER  STUEE 

Furniture. .  .Pictures. .  .Pottery 
Silver. .  .Kitchenware. .  .Dishes 
Gardenware ...  Knick-Knacks 

One  Item  or  an  Entire  Household 

Neil  and  Scott  585-9193 

St.  Mary’s  Park  Residents 


Termite  Inspection 
Dry  Rot  Repairs 


Remodeling  &  Foundations 
Earthquake  Repairs 


Q olden  Qate 

Termite  &  Construction,  Inc. 

CA  LICENSE  #PR0634 

3994  Mission  St,  San  Francisco,  CA  94112 

334-6751 

Armando  (Dino)  Diodati  Joe  Diodati 


Where  Great  Homes 
Get  Their  Start 

Serving  San  Francisco 
zaitft  tfie  trCighcst  Quality  ‘Building 
&  Remodeling  Broducts  Since  1912 

Mouldings  '  Flooring  *  Decking  *  Windows 
And  much  more 


LUMBER 


415-824-4300 

2525  Morin  Street  Son  Francisco,  CA  94124 


IF 


jld^FTH 


■%Cji^iiEina  CirLEii 

St.  Mary’s  Park, Specialist 


Kenneth  Epiey,  Realtor 

1700  California  St.,  Suite  260 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 
(415)  441-0656  x255 
(415)  771-3847  fax 
kenepley@sirius.com 


HI  Fred  Sands 

CITY  PROPERTIES 

Call  for  your  Free  Market  Analysis  Today! 


Cole  Hardware" 

“San  Francisco ’s  Favorite  Hardware  Stores!  ” 

3312  Mission  Street,  S.F.,  CA 

Other  locations;  70  Fourth  St.  8,  956  Cole  St. 


PIZZA  EXPRESS 


RESTAURANT 


Fast  Free 
Delivery 

919  Cortland 


\  w) 


Or 

Pick-up 


282-2333 


Village 

Cellar 

(415)  333-WINE 
(413)  333-9463 

678  Chenery  Street,  SF  94131 


CHEESE  BOUTIQUE 

Imported  &  Domestic  Cheeses 
Organic  Foods 

Homemade  Hummus  &  Baba  Ghanough 

666"Chenery  Street 

415  333-3390 

Hours:  M-F  10am-7:30pm 
Sat  10am-7pm  •  Sun  10:30am-6pm 


m 


BankAmerica 


Josephine  A.  Spavone 

Loan  Officer 

BankAmerica  Mortgage 

A  Division  of  Bank  of  America.  FSB 

1 656  California  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 
415/622-0472 
Fax  415/622-1112 
Pager  415/204-1270 


>3 

J.  FREGOSI  &  SON 


Julio  Delucci 

OV^ER 


4834  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94112 
(415)585-3386 


